
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD

The First Sunday in Advent
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 29, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 
services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 
worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 
via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634).

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the Bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and placed on the altar 
to symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is 
the four-week period before Christmas that the Church uses to 
remember the two “comings” of the Christ. We celebrate that he came 
once as a baby in Bethlehem, and that he will come again at the end of 
time as King of kings and Lord of lords. So, it is fitting to open the 
Advent season echoing the words of the Jerusalem crowd on Palm 
Sunday: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is blue, which recalls the color of the sky, from which 
our Lord will come again.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Morning Praise. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All 
rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Blessed Be Your Name.” Beth Redman, Matt Redman. © 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing). Used by permission. CCLI#145043.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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MORNING PRAISE
Morning Praise is based on the historic service called Matins. Joined to Christ, our Risen Lord, we glorify 
God as we rise to the activities of this new day. 

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide | CW 22
Verse 1-Pastors;  2-Women;  3-Men;  4-All

Please stand.
OPENING SENTENCES (sung) | CW p. 45
M: ♫ O Lord, open my lips.

M: ♫ Hasten to save me, O God.

M: ♫ Behold the King comes: let us worship him. 

OH, COME; LET US SING TO THE LORD | CW p.46
The long notes with multiple words under them indicate chanting, or singing all of those words on that one 
note. It can be difficult to settle on a unified pace for these songs, so please follow the pace of the song leaders.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:    Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirt, one God now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
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The Word
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 64:1-9
Blessed is the One who comes to do amazing things!
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY The King of Glory Comes | CW 363
All sing the refrain; Song Leaders sing the verses

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Blessed is the One who is faithful to his people!
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God! 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will 

come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.
C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us know what 

day that will be.
M: We hear the call to remain strong until the end.
C: We light one Advent candle as a reminder that our strength comes from God, not 

from ourselves.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Please stand.
GOSPEL Mark 11:1-10
Blessed is the coming King!
After the Gospel, the announcement is made:
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

The general symbolism of the 
Advent wreath lies in the growing 
light of the wreath, increasing each 
week as we approach the birthday 
of Jesus, the Light of the world.
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Be seated.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come | CW 2
Verse 1-Song leaders;  2-Pastors;  3-Women;  4-Men;  5-All

SERMON           Another Year at the Mercy of the LORD

RESPONSE We Praise You, O God
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Be seated. 
THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 
church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 
participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship 
Register which will be passed out during the offering.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.            
It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING Come to Us

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing!
C: Come to cheer us with your promises, as you once cheered your ancient people 

throughout their long night of waiting and watching.
M: Come to restore our hope and rouse us from the slumber of despair.
C: Lift our hearts from petty, earthbound goals, and direct our eyes above, from 

where you will soon come to make all things right again.
M: Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for 

the shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt 
with one another.

C: Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give ourselves 
to others, as you have given yourself for us.

M: Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not 
permit a frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to 
ponder and to wonder at your Word.

C: Set our hearts apart from the bustle, clamor, and the jostle of these days.
M: Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger. 
C: Keep our hearts and minds undisturbed by the commercialism of this world that 

seems to care nothing for you.

Many of the prayers in Advent 
focus on asking the Savior to come 
and fulfill his promises; remember, 

Advent means "coming."
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M: We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, 
and for those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. 

C: Comfort, strengthen and illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, 
and keep them in the way of peace by your Holy Word.

Special prayer and intercession

M: Hear us Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming. 
C:  We wait, we keep watch, and in you we put our hope. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN Blessed Be Your Name
Verses-Song Leaders; Chorus-All 

Song Leaders: Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow, Blessed be Your name
And blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness, Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out, I'll turn back to praise
And when the darkness closes in Lord, Still I will say

All: 
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Song Leaders: Blessed be Your name 
when the sun's shining down on me
When the world's "all as it should be", 
Blessed be Your name
And blessed be Your name 
on the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering, 
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out, I'll turn back to praise
And when the darkness closes in Lord, Still I will say

       
All:  Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your glorious name   

Song Leaders: You give and take away, You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your name
You give and take away, You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your name  

All:  Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your glorious name   
Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your glorious name   

Please stand.
PRAYER FOR GRACE
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day 
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen.

M: ♫ Let us praise the Lord. CW p.51

While this song is 
admittedly repetitive, it 
helps us echo the crowd 
in Jerusalem in Mark 
11: Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name 
of the Lord!
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BLESSING
M: ♫ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

And the love of God
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Please be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Come, O Precious Ransom, Come | CW 8
Verse 1-All;  2-Men;  3-Women;  4-All 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS

Countdown to Christmas with daily Advent devotions.  You can receive 
these via email or pick up a booklet in the Welcome Center. This year the 
theme is “The Jesse Tree,” and there is an optional activity of decorating a 

Jesse Tree. Subscribe at mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions.

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES

Dec. 2, 9, & 16 | 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Our midweek Advent services focus on “The Songs of Our Savior” - 
Mary’s Song, Zechariah’s Song, and Simeon’s Song. Please join us in 

person or online for this extra opportunity to focus on your Savior. The 
services will be livestreamed at 4:00 PM and can be viewed later as well. 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah 64 talks about the unexpected, amazing things God has done. What are some 
of those things in our lives today? (Hint: look at 1 Corinthians 1.)

2. Both the first and second readings today call God “our Father” (Is 64:8; 1 Co 1:3). 
How does that name especially give us comfort?

3. Today we begin a new church year which starts with the season of Advent in which 
we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. If we are preparing our hearts for 
Christmas, why might we read about Jesus coming into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
in Mark 11?

4. In Mark 11 people called out, “Hosanna!” as Jesus rode into Jerusalem. Why is that 
such a fitting exclamation especially considering the message of Isaiah 64?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Unknown Day and Hour of Jesus’ Return
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

LEARN ABOUT LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL OPTIONS Dec. 2 & 9 | 8:55 AM

On the first two Wednesdays in December, you can learn about Christian options for high 
school education.  Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) will be here on Dec. 2. This 
school is on the southern end of the Wausau area just off of I39. A bus transports students 
from the Rapids area each school day. Luther Preparatory School (LPS) will be here on 
Dec. 9.  LPS is located in Watertown, WI, but offers on campus housing. The presentation 
are in conjunction with St. Paul’s School chapel service. Everyone is welcome to attend.

NEW MAIL-ABLE OFFERING ENVELOPES

The 2021 offering envelopes have been placed in your mailslots.  This year’s envelopes 
look a little different from previous years.  The weekly envelopes are self-addressed to the 
church.  Whether you are watching worship from home or missed Sunday worship, just 
add a stamp and mail your offering to church. Instead of extra monthly envelopes for 
mortgage, missions, school and energy, there are spaces on the weekly envelope where 
you can designate part of our offering for those purposes.  There are extra envelopes for 
special midweek worship services.  These fit inside the weekly mail-able envelopes, if you 
choose to mail them.  As always, please do not use these envelopes until the New Year, 
you were assigned a different envelope number than last year.  And if you have more than 
two envelope holders in your household, the additional boxes are on the table across from 
the mailslots.  If you have any questions, please contact the office.

HAVE A COKE AND EARN MONEY FOR OUR SCHOOL

Our school recently received $28.20 from the CocaCola Give program. This money was 
earned by entering codes printed in caps and cartons of Coke products. You can do this 
yourself at home (us.coca-cola.com/give) or bring them to the school and leave them on 
the cupboard in the commons.
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CALENDAR       November 29-December 6

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings in the church

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service & NLHS Presentation
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
5:30 PM Handbell Practice
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship
7:30 PM People Close to God Class

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 104      
From July 1, 2020 to November 20, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $377,335
Actual cost of ministry:   $372,103         

Mortgage balance:  $1,329,437

SONGS FOR THE SAVIOR
Midweek Advent Services
Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9 & 16
4:00 & 6:30 PM
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